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The  Republic  of  Nicaragua  has  an  area  of  49,200  square  miles, 
and  its  population  is  estimated  at  500,000.  At  least  75  per  cent  of 
the  inhabitants  live  in  the  western  half  of  the  country.  The  two 
halves  of  the  Republic  differ  greatly  in  many  respects  and  there  is 
little  communication  between  them,  the  journey  by  trail  and  river 
being  so  slow  and  difficult  that  passengers  usually  go  by  way  of 
Costa  Rica,  while  the  small  amounts  of  merchandise  shipped  from 
one  side  to  the  other  are  sent  mainly  by  way  of  Panama. 

The  people  of  the  western  half  of  the  Republic  are  principally  of 
mixed  Spanish  and  Indian  extraction,  though  there  are  a  consider- 
able number  of  pure  Spanish  descent  and  many  Indians.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  eastern  half  is  composed  mainly  of  Mosquito  and 
Zambo  Indians  and  negroes  from  Jamaica  and  other  islands  of  the 
Caribbean,  with  some  Americans  and  a  comparatively  small  number 
of  Nicaraguans  from  the  western  part  of  the  Republic. 

Climatic  Conditions — Resources. 

In  climate,  also,  the  two  halves  of  the  country  are  quite  different. 
In  the  eastern  half  rains  are  frequent  during  practically  the  entire 
year,  while  in  the  western  section  there  are  distinct  wet  and  dry 
seasons,  the  former  from  May  to  October,  the  latter  from  November 
to  April. 

The  banana  is  the  principal  agricultural  product  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Republic.  Coconuts  are  also  of  some  importance,  and 
a  few  plantains,  oranges,  and  pineapples,  and  some  yucca  are  raised. 
The  products  of  the  western  half  are  much  more  varied,  the  most  im- 
portant being  coffee,  sugar  cane,  cacao,  corn,  and  beans.  With  the 
exception  of  bananas,  plantains,  and  yucca  or  cassava,  the  greater 
part  of  the  food  supply  of  the  eastern  section  is  imported  from  the 
United  States.  The  western  half  of  the  country  produces  much  of 
its  own  food,  and  occasionally  exports  small  quantities  of  beans, 
corn,  cheese,  lard,  and  sugar  to  the  neighboring  Republics. 
Principal  Cities  and  Trade  Centers. 

The  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  Republic  are  Leon,  with 
approximately  40,000  inhabitants;  Managua  (the  capital),  30,000; 
Granada,  25,000;  Chinandega,  20,000;  Masaya,  15,000;  Rivas,  8,000; 
Matagalpa,  Jinotega,  and  Bluefields,  each  with  about  4,000;  and 
Esteli,  2,000.  Of  these,  all  except  Bluefields  are  in  the  western  half 
of  the  Republic. 

Western  Nicaragua  has  two  seaports,  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del 
Sur,  through  which  pass  approximately  64  per  cent  of  the  imports 
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and  86  per  cent  of  the  exports  of  the  Republic,  in  point  of  volume ;  72 
per  cent  of  the  imports  and  66  per  cent  of  the  exports  in  value. 
Through  Ccrinto  alone  passes  about  59  per  cent  of  the  entire  import 
and  export  commerce  of  the  countiy.  San  Juan  del  Sur  is  the  port 
for  the  Department  of  Rivas.  The  eastern  half  of  the  Republic  has 
the  seaports  of  Bluefields,  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  Las  Perlas  (Pearl 
Lagoon),  and  San  Juan  del  Norte  (Greytown).  Bluefields  handles 
about  73  per  cent  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  east  coast  and 
approximately  19  per  cent  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country. 
Bananas  are  the  principal  article  of  export  from  Bluefields  and  Las 
Perlas.  The  former  also  exports  gold,  rubber,  and  mahogany.  Cape 
Gracias  a  Dios  exports  considerable  quantities  of  gold,  cabinet  woods, 
and  rubber.  San  Juan  del  Norte  is  now  of  little  importance  owing 
to  the  virtual  closing  of  the  mouth  of  the  San  Juan  River  at  that 
place  and  the  diversion  of  its  waters  to  the  mouth  at  Colorado, 
Costa  Rica. 
Steamship  Communications. 

The  steamers  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  call  at  Corinto  and 
San  Juan  del  Sur  approximately  every  10  daj^s,  bound  from  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  to  Balboa,  Canal  Zone,  by  way  of  Mexican  and  Cen- 
tral American  ports,  and  also  on  their  return  trips  from  Balboa  to 
San  Francisco.  Goods  can  be  shipped  on  through  bills  of  lading  to 
New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  various  ports  of  Europe  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama. 

Under  normal  conditions  steamers  of  the  Salvador  Railway  Co.'s 
steamship  service  (English)  leave  Corinto  approximately  every  nine 
days  for  Salina  Cruz,  Mexico,  calling  at  ports  of  Honduras,  Salva- 
dor, and  Guatemala.  Through  this  service  or  that  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Co.  freight  may  be  billed  through  by  way  of  Salina 
Cruz  (Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec)  and  Puerto  Mexico  to  New  York 
and  European  ports. 

Previous  to  the  present  war  steamers  of  the  Kosmos  Line  (Ger- 
man) occasional!}'  visited  Corinto  on  their  voyages  from  Hamburg 
and  other  European  ports  to  San  Francisco  and  return,  by  way  of 
the  Straits  of  Magellan. 

Steamers  of  the  Bluefields  Steamship  Co.,  engaged  primarily  in 
the  banana  business,  maintain  a  weekly  service  for  freight  and  pas- 
sengers between  Bluefields  and  New  Orleans;  and  until  the  out- 
brenk  of  the  European  war,  ships  of  the  Hamburg- American  Line 
from  New  York  called  at  Pearl  Lagoon  every  two  weeks  for  cargoes 
of  bananas  for  the  Atlantic  Fruit  Co. 
Railway  and  Other  Transportation  Facilities — Telegraph  and  Telephone. 

Corinto  is  connected  by  railway  with  the  cities  of  Chinandega, 
Leon,  Managua,  Masaya,  and  Granada,  and  with  about  26  smaller 
towns  and  villages.  The  main  line  of  the  Ferrocarril  del  Pacifico 
de  Nicaragua  (Pacific  Railroad  of  Nicaragua),  from  Corinto  to 
Granada,  is  120  miles  in  length.  The  system  has  also  39  miles  of 
branches.  It  maintains  steamboat  communication  between  Managua 
and  several  small  places  on  the  east  and  north  shores  of  Lake  Mana- 
gua, and  also  between  Granada  and  San  Jorge  (the  lake  port  for 
Rivas),  San  Carlos,  San  Miguelito,  and  San  Ubaldo,  on  Lake  Nica- 
ragua.    From  San  Carlos,  at  the  southeastern  extremity  of  Lake 
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Nicaragua,  the  San  Juan  River  is  navigable  for  small  boats  to  Grey- 
town  (San  Juan  del  Norte)  on  the  Caribbean. 

There  are  few  wagon  roads  worthy  of  the  name,  many  being  mere 
trails  that  are  impassable  for  carts.  Thus  in  many  sections  produce 
and  merchandise  can  be  transported  only  by  pack  mules  and  oxen, 
and  even  that  method  is  practically  impossible  in  the  rainy  season. 

The  Government  owns  and  operates  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
lines.  A  satisfactory  telegraph  service,  with  reasonable  rates,  is 
maintained  between  the  different  sections  of  the  country  and  con- 
nects with  the  systems  of  the  neighboring  Republics.  The  telephone 
service  is  fair  for  distances  under  40  miles.  At  Bluefields  there  is 
a  wireless-telegraph  system,  the  property  of  the  Bluefields  Steamship 
Co.  The  cable  station  of  the  Central  and  South  American  Telegraph ' 
Co.  at  San  Juan  del  Sur  serves  this  country  and  Costa  Rica. 

Agricultural  Products. 

Coffee,  the  chief  •  agricultural  product  of  the  country,  is  grown 
extensively  in  the  western  half  of  the  Republic,  particularly  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Managua,  the  "Pueblos"'  (Jinotepe,  Diriamba,  San 
Marcos,  etc.),  Matagalpa,  Jinotega,  and  Esteli.  The  average  yield  is 
19,500.000  pounds,  nearly  all  of  which  is  exported. 

Bananas  are  raised  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Republic,  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Bluefields  or  Escondido  River  and  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  near  the  Bluefields  and  Pearl  Lagoons.  The  principal  shipping 
ports  are  Bluefields  and  Las  Perlas,  but  some  bananas  are  loaded  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  There  were  1,393,026  bunches  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States  in  1913.  [A  report  on  the  banana  in- 
dustry of  Nicaragua  Avas  miblished  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
Feb.  6,  1915.] 

Coconuts  are  grown  on  the  east  coast,  the  greater  part  of  which 
are  shipped  to  the  United  States.  In  1913,  804,857  nuts  were  ex- 
ported. On  the  west  coast  sufficient  nuts  are  grown  to  meet  local 
demands. 

Sugar  cane  is  raised  principally  in  the  Departments  of  Leon  and 
Chinandega,  and  sugar  of  fair  quality  (the  grade  known  to  the  trade 
as  "plantation  granulated")  is  manufactured.  The  production  of 
sugar  averages  about  7,250  tons  per  annum,  exclusive  of  the  products 
known  as  pilon,  dulce,  etc.,  which  are  largely  used  by  the  poorer 
classes  in  lieu  of  sugar.  One  mill  alone  produced  4,800  tons  of  sugar 
in  1913,  and  seven  smaller  establishments  manufactured  100  to  750 
tons  each.  Large  quantities  of  sugar  cane  are  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  aguardiente  (native  rum). 

Cacao,  Rubber,  Corn,  and  Cotton  Cultivation.  ' 

Cacao  is  grown  most  extensively  in  the  vicinity  of  Rivas,  but  to  a 
considerable  extent  also  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matagalpa,  and  in 
smaller  quantities  in  other  departments.  The  average  annual  expor- 
tation of  cacao  is  approximately  105,048  pounds.  This,  however, 
represents  but  a  small  part  of  the  annual  crop,  as  the  greater  part  is 
consumed  in  the  country. 

t  The  cultivation  of  rubber  has  been  attempted  in  the  western  sec- 
tion of  the  Republic,  but  has  not  proved  a  great  success.  This 
product  is  gathered  from  wild  trees  in  both  the  eastern  and  the 
western  parts  of  the  country.  The  exports  of  rubber  in  1913  wsre 
488,169  pounds. 
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Indian  corn  and  beans  are  grown  in  the  western  half  of  the 
Republic  in  quantities  usually  sufficient  for  domestic  consumption. 
Small  amounts  are  sometimes  exported  to  the  neighboring  Republics. 

A  small  amount  of  cotton  is  produced  in  western  Nicaragua,  which 
is  shipped  to  England  and  France;  256.344  pounds  were  exported  in 
1912,  but  only  1,925  pounds  iri  1913.  , 

In  the  western  half  of  the  Republic,  agriculture  was  neglected  to 
a  great  extent  during  the  political  disturbances  that  occurred  in  the 
latter  part  of  1912.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  real  development  has 
taken  place  since  1911. 

Cattle  Raising — Gold  Mining. 

Cattle  are  raised  extensively  in  all  parts  of  western  Nicaragua, 
particularly  in  the  Department  of  Chontales,  and  a  few  are  raised 
in  the  eastern  section.  Considerable  numbers  are  sent  by  land  to 
Costa  Rica,  and  large  quantities  of  hides  are  exported,  chiefly  to  the 
United  States.  Sufficient  cheese  is  produced  for  home  consumption, 
and  small  amounts  are  sent  to  the  adjacent  Republics. 

The  principal  centers  of  the  gold-mining  industry  are  in  the  De- 
partments of  Matagalpa  and  Chontales,  the  Pis-Pis  region  of  the 
District  of  Cabo  Gracias,  and  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Prinza- 
polca  River  and  some  of  its  tributaries  in  the  District  of  Prinza- 
polca.  Some  operations  are  also  carried  on  in  the  Department  of 
Leon,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Republic.  Gold  is  produced  in  the 
form  of  bars,  amalgam,  and  precipitates,  and  is  exported  chiefly  to 
the  United  States  and  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  value  of  the 
gold  exported  in  1913  was  $1,003,076,  63  per  cent  of  which  went  to 
the  United  States.  The  mining  industry  is  not  well  developed  at 
present,  but  is  considered  capable  of  considerable  increase  with  the 
investment  of  more  capital.  The  principal  companies  now  operating 
in  western  Nicaragua  are  British,  while  those  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Republic  are  American. 

The  Principal  Manufacturing  Industries. 

The  manufacturing  industries  of  the  country  are  mostly  in  an  un- 
developed state.  The  manufacture  of  sugar  and  that  of  native  rum 
(aguardiente)  have  already  been  mentioned. 

A  small  machine  shop  is  maintained  by  the  railway  (Ferrocarril 
del  Pacifico  de  Nicaragua)  at  Managua,  and  there  is  a  small  nail 
factory  at  Leon.  At  Managua  is  an  electric-light  plant  and  an  ice 
factory.  Ice  is  also  made  in  several  other  towns.  Three  small  shoe 
factories  (at  Managua,  Leon,  and  Granada)  and  a  number  of  shoe- 
makers and  cobblers  make  the  greater  part  of  the  shoes  used  in  the 
western  part  of  the  country.  Saddles,  bridles,  etc.,  are  also  manu- 
factured for  domestic  use.  About  a  dozen  sawmills  operate  in  the 
western  section  and  produce  all  of  the  sawed  lumber  used  there,  none 
entering  into  the  import  or  export  trade  of  western  Nicaragua. 
Timber  (mahogany  and  other  cabinet  woods)  is  cut  within  hauling 
distance  of  the  railway  in  the  western  part  of  the  Republic  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  streams  in  the  eastern  section.  Valuable  woods 
exist  through  practically  the  entire  country,  but  in  many  regions 
they  can  not  be  cut  with  profit  owing  to  difficulties  of  transportation. 
A  small  amount  of  furniture  of  good  quality  and  design  is  made  in 
workshops. 


NICARAGUA. 


Soap  is  manufactured  in  three  or  four  small  factories.  A  factory 
at  Leon  manufactures  felt  hats  on  a  small  scale,  and  the  country 
people  make  palm  and  straw  hats  and  baskets  in  their  homes.  Rope 
is  made  of  cabulla  {Agave  americana),  and  hammocks  are  woven  of 
this  material  and  of  "  pita,"  the  latter  class  being  of  very  fine  quality. 
A  small  quantity  of  rope  was  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1912. 
Hammocks  are  exported  in  small  quantities  to  other  Central  Amer- 
ican countries  and  to  the  United  States.  The  manufacturing  indus- 
tries are  practically  confined  to  the  western  half  of  the  country,  and 
it  is  seldom  that  any  of  their  products  are  sent  to  the  eastern  section. 

Financial  stringency,  due  to  the  low  prices  of  several  important 
products  and  to  other  causes,  has  prevented  the  industrial  develop- 
ment that  might  otherwise  have  taken  place. 

Import  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  total  value  of  all  imports  into  Nicaragua  in  1913  was 
$5,770,006.  against  $1,966,817  in  1912.  Imports  from  the  United- 
States  increased  from  $2,519,071  in  1912  to  $3,211,008  in  1913,  and 
from  51.3  per  cent  of  the  total  in  the  former  to  56  per  cent  in  the  lat- 
ter year.  Shipments  from  the  United  Kikgdom  and  France  showed 
substantial  gains  (the  former  $211,311  and  the  latter  $111,521)  and 
those  from  Germany  and  Italy  increased  in  a  less  degree. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the  prin- 
cipal countries  shipping  to  Nicaragua  during  1913  compared  with 
1912: 


Countries. 


United  States... 
United  Kingdom 

Franco 

Germany 

Italy 

Spain 


1912 


,549,074 
939, 270 
250, 255 
004,038 
121,010 
58, 050 


83, 244, 008 
1,150,011 
400, 770 
0.19, 212 
144,301 
55,  SS3 


Countries. 


Salvador 

China 

Japan , 

Other  countries 

Total 


877, 340 

130, 293 

15, 009 

214,042 


4,900,847 


1913 


813,203 
07,932 
5,227 
68, 793 


5,770,000 


Principal  Imports  Into  Nicaragua — Cotton  Goods. 

The  principal  imports  into  the  Republic  are  cotton  goods,  manu- 
factures of  iron  and  steel,  wheat  flour,  rice,  liquors,  wines,  beer,  etc., 
and  drugs,  medicines,  and  chemicals. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplied  55  per  cent  of  the  cotton  cloth  im- 
ported into  Nicaragua  in  1913;  the  United  States,  29  per  cent; 
France,  7  per  cent;  and  Italy,  Germany,  and  Spain  smaller  amounts. 
The  total  imports  increased  from  $869,572  in  1912  to  $1,022,816  in 
1913.  Shipments  from  the  United  States  increased  by  $78,712,  those 
from  the  United  Kingdom  by  $53,855,  and  those  from  France  by 
$19,117,  while  imports  from  the  other  countries  decreased. 

The  total  imports  of  cotton  clothing  fell  off  $10,572  as  compared 
with  1912.  The  imports  from  the  United  States,  France,  and  the 
United  Kingdom  increased,  while  those  from  Germ-any,  Spain,  Italy, 
and  other  countries  decreased. 

Imports  of  cotton  thread  amounted  to  $12,615,  an  increase  of 
$8,223  over  1912.  The  United  Kingdom  supplied  the  greater  share, 
followed  by  France  and  the  United  States. 

Trade  in  Iron  and  Steel  Goods. 

The  United  States  furnished  48  per  cent  of  the  iron  and  steel 
imported  in  the  form  of  bars,  ingots,  castings,  and  structural  ma- 
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terials  during  1913,  France  and  Germany  each  supplying  about  18 
per  cent  and  the  United  Kingdom  15  per  cent. 

Germany  led  in  exports  of  cutlery  to  Nicaragua,  supplying  47 
per  cent  of  the  total  for  1913.  The  United  State's  was  second,  fur- 
nishing about  26  per  cent  of  the  total. 

About  CO  per  cent  of  the  sheet  and  plate  iron,  etc.,  imported  in  1913 
came  from  the  United  States,  and  nearly  30  per  cent  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  Approximately  61  per  cent  of  the  imports  of  tools  and 
implements,  valued  at  $100,831,  came  from  the  United  States,  nearly 
22  per  cent  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  14  per  cent  from  Ger- 
many. Wire  to  the  value  of  $75,853  was  imported  in  1913,  92  per 
cent  coming  from  the  United  States  and  small  amounts  from  Ger- 
many, the  United  Kingdom,  and  other  European  countries. 

About  53  per  cent  of  the  domestic  ware  imported  in  1913  came 
from  Germany,  nearly  23  per  cent  from  the  United  States,  and  about 
22  per  cent  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  total  value  in  1913  was 
$47,108,  showing  a  slight  increase  over  the  preceding  year. 

Nearly  all  the  agricultural  machinery  imported  during  1913  came 
from  the  United  States.  While  the  amount  was  small,  there  was  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year.  Sewing  machines  valued  at  $77,890 
came  from  the  United  States,  also  a  few  from  European  countries. 
The  United  States  supplied  78  per  cent  of  the  other  machinery  im- 
ported in  1913,  made  up  chiefly  of  sugar,  coffee,  mining,  and  sawmill 
machinery.     The  total  value  in  this  line  was  $243,150. 

Imports  of  American  Fionr  and  Beer  and  Malt  Liquors. 

Practical^  all  the  wheat  flour  imported  into  Nicaragua  comes 
from  the  United  States,  San  Francisco  and  New  Orleans  being  the 
ports  of  shipment.  The  imports  in  1913  were  valued  at  $223,744, 
or  $245,581  less  than  in  1912.  The  difference  was  due  principally  to 
the  fact  that  the  country  did  not  produce  its  normal  amount  of  food- 
stuffs in  1912,  owing  to  disturbances,  and  so  was  obliged  to  import 
more. 

China  is  the  source  of  about  75  per  cent  of  the  rice  imported  into 
this  country.  The  official  statistics  show  large  imports  from  the 
United  States;  but,  with  the  possible  exception  of  comparatively 
small  quantities  received  on  the  east  coast,  these  shipments  were  re- 
ceived from  San  Francisco  in  bond  and  were  of  Chinese  origin. 

The  United  States  leads  in  the  exportation  of  beer  and  other  malt 
liquors  to  Nicaragua,  having  supplied  43  per  cent  of  the  total  im- 
ports, valued  at  $54,427,  in  1913.  Germany  followed  with  32  per- 
cent and  the  United  Kingdom  with  10  per  cent.  Germany  supplied 
approximately  30  per  cent  of  the  mineral  waters  imported  during 
1913,  France  28  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  19  per  cent.  Of  the 
distilled  spirits  (brandy,  whisky,  cordials,  and  liqueurs),  valued  at 
$86,010,  imported  in  1913,  52  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States, 
nearly  23  per  cent  from  France,  and  about  21  per  cent  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  decrease  in  the  imports  in  this  line  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  $G2,3S2  worth  of  aguardiente  was  imported  from  Cuba  dur- 
ing 1912,  owing  to  a  shortage  in  domestic  spirits. 

About  33  per  cent  of  the  wines  imported  in  1913  came  from  Italy, 
nearly  2G  per  cent  from  France,  18  per  cent  from  Germany,  and 
almost  12  per  cent  from  the  United  States.  Purchases  from  France 
and  the  United  States  fell  off  somewhat,  while  those  from  Italy, 
Germany,  and  Spain  increased. 


NICARAGUA. 


The  United  States  supplied  65  per  cent  of  the  chemicals,  drugs, 
dyes,  and  medicines  imported  in  1913,  compared  with  12  per  cent 
from  Germany  and  10  per  cent  from  France.  The  total  value  of  the 
1913  imports  was  $231,959  or  $58,831  more  than  in  the  preceding  your. 
There  was  an  increase  of  $60,380  in  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  during  1913  compared  with  1912. 
Imports  and  Countries  of  Origin. 

The  following  table  shows  the  more  important  imports  and  the 
principal  countries  of  origin  for  two  years : 


Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Bags  and  bagging,  jute 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

G  ermany 

Breadstuff's: 
Corn 

United  Statos 

Bice 

United  States 

China 

Germany 

Wheat  flour 

United  States 

Other  American  countries. . . 

All  othor(includingmacaroni, 

vermicelli, etc) 

United  States 

Candles 

United  States 

Germany 

Carriages,  wagons,  and  parts: 
Carriages  and  parts 

United  States 

Wagons  and  parts 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Cement 

United  States 

Germany 

Chemicals,    drugs,    dyes,    and 
medicines ." 

United  States 

Germany 

France .". 

United  Kingdom 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts 

Unitod  States 

Coal 

United  States 

Coffee 

United  States 

Candy  and  confectionery 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Copper,  and  manufactures  of 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 
Cotton  cloth 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Italy 

Germany 

Spain 

Clothing  and  wearing  apparel.. 

United  States 

Germany , 

France 

United  Kingdom 

Thread 

United  States 

Unitod  Kingdom 

Allother 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

France 


1912 


824,876 
2,761 
16,783 
3,426 

57, 964 

51, 828 

239, 801 

119,251 

72, 033 

18,993 

469,325 

415,083 

54,204 

26,497 

20,889 

16,59S 

5,736 

4,385 

9,586 
8,138 

10,523 
6,259 
3,528 

16,273 
4,635 

10, 877 

173, 125 

90,957 

33,836 

15,01S 

25,995 

4,110 

2,463 

7,310 

7,288 

19,575 

19,345 

6,594 

2,424 

3,313 

35,709 

15,825 

9,052 

4,969 

869,572 
223,497 
509, 853 
28,064 
38,839 
37,034 
18, 000 
201,232 

?;  oso 

7o,822 
13,119 

9,566 
34,422 

2,018 
24,352 
154,043 
21,452 
53,157 
3s,ii4!) 
13,404 


870, 853 
3,195 
46,285 
18,217 

35, 813 

33,323 

172, 645 

97, 091 

41,697 

29, 853 

223,744 

222,791 

941 

35, 540 

21,945 

23,906 

7,733 

9,135 

8,064 
7,000 

14,909 
8,6S8. 
5,219 

14,419 
8,434 
4,950 

231,959 

151,337 

29,132 

23,970 

14,936 

8, 730 

5,7S5 

0,421 

6,204 

28,383 

28,341 

13,504 

6,634 

4,939 

53,686 

24,909 

15,056 

9,980 

1,022,846 
302,239 
563,708 
77,211 
34,752 
26,151 
10,947 
190,600 
83,099 
51,963 
22,462 
13,695 
42, 645 
4,490 
29,  io:j 
100,880 
23,989 
66,695 
30,437 
25,057 


Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Dairy  products: 
Butter  and  cheese,  and  sub- 
stitutes for 

United  States 

Milk,  and  substitutes  for 

United  States 

Earthenware,    chinaware,    and 

porcelain 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Explosives: 
Dynamite — 

United  States 

Gunpowder  and  others 

United  States 

China 

Fertilizers 

United  States 

G  ermany 

Fibers,  vegetable,  manufactures 

of,  n.  o.  s 

United  States 

Germany 

Firearms 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Fish ,  cured  or  preserved 

United  States 

France 

United  Kingdom 

Fruits,  canned  or  preserved 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

G  lass  and  glassware 

United  States 

Germany 

Gold  and  silver,  and  manufac- 
tures of  (not  including  jewelry). 

United  States 

Hats  and  caps,  and  materials  for 

United  Stales 

Italy 

Germany 

Instruments,  scientific 

United  States 

Germany 

France'. 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 
Bars,   rods,    ingots,    castings, 

and  structural 

United  States 

Cutlery 

United  States. 

Germany 

Domestic  ware,  including  en- 
ameled   

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Machinery,  agricultural 

United  S  tates 

Machinery,  sewing 

United  States 

Machinery,  all  other 

rriited'States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Rails 

Unitod  Slates 


1912 


•25,557 
12, 8S7 
12,000 

25, 774 
5,753 
9,685 
4, 409 


9,853 
10,726 
9,537 
5,294 

61,709 
2,034 

IS,  328 
13,848 

1,967 
16.050 

8,002 

5,260 
37,942 
18,529 

3,3S2 

4,  001 
21,739 
10,033 

9,313 
39,034 

9.303 
10, 153 

35,354 
35,455 

47, 442 
13,048 
21,6S7 
6,246 
14,168 
8,468 
1,745 
2, 654 


9,144 
7, 108 
16, 623 
4, 429 
7,718 

44, 153 

16, 322 

15, 975 

10, 165 

2, 043 

1,985 

34,172 

33,415 

218, 5S1 

170,499 

27,  S79 

13, 242 

4, 399 

4,008 


1913 


$35,389 
31,992 
J3.595 
12, 795 

25,686 
6. 886 

11,740 
3, 599 


11,266 
16,176 
13,344 
2, 398 

11,125 
1,474 

9, 051 

34,427 
28,237 

3,027 
23, 840 
15,595 

5,4  16 
51,205 
25, 676 
10, 190 

0,714 
33,039 
13, 796 
15,302 
39, 323 
18, 897 
15,044 

348, 749 

347,719 

62,293 

18,302 

27,090 

9,600 

12, 8.S8 

8,955 

1,502 

1,345 


20,579 
9,981 

21.X2S 
5,804 

10,326 

47, 108 

10, 80S 

25,208 

10,362 

7, 348 

7,287 

79,746 

77,890 

243, 150 

l!>J,i)_>l 

11),  222 

15.052 

7, 100 

6, 981 


SUPPLEMENT   TO    COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Iron    and    steel,    manufactures 
of — Continued. 

Sheet  and  plate 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Tools  and  implements 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Wire 

United  States 

Germany 

All  other 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Jewelry  and  precious  stones 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

Leather  and  tanned  skins 

United  States 

Germany 

Leather,  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

United  States 

Allother 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Linen: 

Cloth 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Other  manufactures 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Matches 

United  States 

Germany 

Meat  products: 

Lard 

United  States 

All  other 

Unitod  States 

United  Kingdom 

Musical  instruments: 

Pianos  and  autopianos 

United  States 

G  ermany 

All  other 

United  States 

Germany 

Oils,  mineral: 
Benzine,  gasoline,  and  naphtha 

United  States 

Tetroleum,  refined 

United  States 

Other 

United  States 

Germany 

Oils,  vegetable: 

Olive 

United  States 

Italy 

Other 

United  States 

Taints,  pigments,  and  colors 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Taper,  and  manufactures  of: 
Books  and  other  printed  mat- 
ter  

United  States 

France 

Spain 

G  ermany 

News  paper 

United  States 

Germany 

Surface-coated,    writing,    and 

blank  books 

United  States 

Germany 


1912 


53-1,5 14 
If?,  812 
13,  707 
87,487 
47,  760 
23, 718 
14,661 

101, 652 
79, 206 
19, 235 

105, 758 
71,195 
IS,  350 
12, 779 
32,057 
10,240 
11,588 
4,107 
45,028 
40,471 
4,000 

70,353 
09,645 
18,575 
8,658 
6,490 

10,587 
1,570 
8,523 

12, 898 

043 

3,039 

3,178 

11,470 

802 

9,089 

34,003 
31,725 
42,926 
37,983 
2,208 

14,289 

9,613 
3,237 
5,851 

2,017 
2,836 

39,502 

39,163 

45,255 

43,683 

6,374 

5,591 

421 

4, 775 

1,100 

1,762 

34,731 

33,500 

20, 1S5 

11,061 

3,452 

3,625 


18,243 

4,420 
3,605 
2,646 
5, 9S8 
12,598 
1,549 
8,880 

18,462 
4,683 
8,080 


1913 


Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


$42, 492 
25,500 
13,116 

100,831 
61, 338 
22, 140 
14, 163 
75,  853 
70, 882 

2,785 
140, Sol 
94, 953 
21,653 
20, 703 
25,929 
14,423 

5,798 

4,520 
84,469 
77,953 

3,899 

114,723 

107,985 

24,012 

13,108 

5,109 

18,476 
1,996 

12, 262 

11,253 
2,351 
3,747 
2,402 

10, 653 
1,442 
7,722 

29, 12S 
26, 732 
59,0S5 
48,231 
4,148 

14,004 
10,450 
3,177 
8,650 
1,574 
4,207 

42, 629 
42,381 
106, 377 
106,342 
23,691 
19,983 
2,117 

5,408 
772 

1,372 
56,566 
53, 628 
26,215 
16,319 

4,949 

3,887 


18, 830 
5,441 
4,620 
3,371 
3, 181 
7,799 
1,554 
0,245 

23,646 
8, 869 
10, 344 


Paper,  and   manufactures  of— 

Continued. 
All  other 

United  States 

Germany 

Terfumery  and  toilet  prepara- 
tions  

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Rubber,  gutta  percha,  celluloid, 
etc 

United    States 

Germany 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 
Cloth 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Clothing..' 

United  Slates 

France 

China 

Germany 

All  other 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

China 

Soap 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany , 

Spirits,  malt  liquors,  etc.: 
Beer  and  other  malt  liquors. . . 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Mineral  waters 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

Spirits 

United  States 

Other  American  countries . . 

France 

United  Kingdom 

Wines 

United  States 

Italy 

France 

Sugar 

United  S  tates 

Tobacco  and  manufactures  of: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

United  States 

Other  American  countries. . 

United  Kingdom 

All  other 

United  States 

Toys 

United  States 

Germany 

Vegetables: 
In  their  natural  state 

United  States 

Prepared  or  preserved 

United  States 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 
Furniture 

United  States 

Germany 

Lumber 

United  States 

Other  manufactures  of 

United  States 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 
Cloth 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Italy 

France 

Clothing 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 


1912 


S2S, 527 
9, 910 
9, 552 

49,453 

9,  770 
21.216 
16,  207 

22, 21 1 
14,980 
2,505 

19,1S4 
2, 101 
5, 195 
2,007 
09,691 
5, 786 
11,998 
33,086 
5, 845 
60,210 
2,749 
19,816 
17,440 
12,330 
41,660 
14,117 
20,545 
5,035 

40, 846 

9, 799 

10, 761 

5,075 

10,174 

1,141 

6.482 

1,731 

110, 772 

21, 612 

62, 382 

10,925 

13, 553 

59, 989 

12, 182 

10, 0S3 

21,099 

29, 899 

28,331 

12, 808 
7,359 
3,562 
1,035 
S.641 
S,209 
0, 098 
1,602 
3,700 

81,624 
SO,  178 
11,914 
8,051 

30, 409 
17,890 
5,509 
24,382 
21,501 
27.023 
18, 177 

45,063 
3,909 

18,300 
6,099 
3,342 

10, 90S 

33,950 
4,640 

20, 153 


1913 


$31,500 
12, 678 
9,317 

51,489 
13,015 
21,976 
11, 267 

31,231 
21,961 
4,484 

29,S66 


0,486 
63, 535 
16, 704 
15,811 
11,335 

8,722 
56,504 

8,096 
18, 184 
15, 482 

8,610 
111,380 
18,030 
84,451 

7,448 

54,427 

23,491 

17, 395 

5,575 

11,949 

2,309 

3,575 

3,379 

86, 610 

45, 382 

108 

19, 770 

18, 144 

74,914 

8,870 

24,975 

1J,457 

36,941 

35,417 

22,070 
9,496 
7,302 
4,212 
9,229 
9,144 
5,580 
2,032 
2,268 

78, 955 
77, 621 
18, 619 
10, 560 

26,218 
11,302 
12,042 
37, 575 
36, 720 
27,464 
18,954 

40,266 
568 

18,416 
6,292 
5,950 
5,799 

48,990 
8,844 

27, 79S 


NICABAGUA. 


Coffee,  sugar  and  products,  and  lumber  are  imported  only  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  Republic.  As  previously  stated,  the  western  sec- 
tion exports  large  quantities  of  coffee  and  some  sugar,  but  does  not 
import  either  of  these  products  or  lumber.  Dairy  products,  meat 
products,  and  vegetables  in  their  natural  state  are  imported  much 
more  extensively  in  the  eastern  than  in  the  western  part  of  the  coun- 
try. The  eastern  half  of  the  Republic  imports  a  large  part  of  its 
food  supplies  from  the  United  States,  and,  relatively  to  its  popula- 
tion, has  much  more  trade  with  the  United  States  and  less  with  Eu- 
rope than  the  western  half. 

It  is  believed  that  the  large  imports  of  fertilizers  shown  in  the  cus- 
toms statistics  for  1912  were  due  to  a  special  effort  made  by  export 
houses  in  San  Francisco  to  introduce  fertilizers  in  this  district,  an 
effort  that  has  not  yet  produced  a  permanent  trade  in  the  commodity 
on  a  large  scale.  The  1913  figures  indicate  approximately  the  normal 
imports  of  fertilizers. 

The  large  increase  in  the  imports  of  gold,  silver,  and  manufactures 
from  the  United  States  in  1913  was  due  to  the  introduction  of  over 
$300,000  in  new  silver  currency  for  circulation  in  Nicaragua. 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Nicaragua  in  1913  was 
$7,712,0-17,  an  increase  of  $3,850,531  over  1912,  when  the  total  value 
amounted  to  $3,861,51G.  As  previously  stated,  a  considerable  part  of 
this  excess  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  large  quantities  of  several 
products  could  not  be  moved  to  the  ports  in  the  latter  part  of  1912, 
owing  to  disturbances,  and  were  held  imtil  the  following  year.  The 
exports  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $2,722,385.  an  increase  of 
$955,837  over  1912. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  the  exports  to  each 
country  during  1913  compared  with  1912,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  collector  general  of  customs : 


Countries. 

1912 

1913 

Countries. 

1912 

1913 

United  States 

£1,706,548 
515,381 
620,083 
702, 250 
48,437 

$2,722,3S5 

90S, 504 

1,763, ISO 

1,887,698 

98, 169 

831,147 
23,010 
148,653 

S45, 436 

United  Kingdom 

172,559 

Total 

Italy 

3,801,510 

7,712,047 

The  principal  exports  of  Nicaragua  are  coffee,  gold,  bananas, 
hides  and  skins,  cabinet  woods,  and  rubber.     Cacao,   dye   woods, 
sugar,  coconuts,  silver,  and  a  number  of  minor  products  are  also 
exported. 
Shipments  of  Coffee,  Gold,  and  Bananas. 

The  coffee  exported  from  Nicaragua  in  1913  amounted  to  26,- 
439,565  pounds,  valued  at  $5,001,449,  compared  with  13,586,313 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,773,105  in  1912.  This  marked  difference  (of 
12,853,252  pounds  and  $3,231,344  in  value)  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
a  considerable  part  of  the  1912  crop  could  not  be  moved  to  the  ports 
owing  to  the  disturbances,  and  consequently  was  held  until  1913. 
Germany  purchased  36  per  cent  of  the  amount  exported;  France, 
34  per  cent;  United  States,  12  per  cent;  United  Kingdom,  12  per 
cent;  and  Italy,  Spain,  and  other  countries  smaller  quantities.  The 
exports  to  the  United  States  increased  from  747,141  pounds  in  1912 
to  3,729,394  pounds  in  1913. 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Exports  of  gold  in  1913  exceeded  those  of  1912  by  $155,922,  owing 
partly  to  more  settled  conditions  in  the  western  part  of  the  country 
and  partly  to  increased  development  of  the  mining  industry  in  that 
section.  The  United  States  took  G3  per  cent  of  these  exports  and 
the  United  Kingdom  35  per  cent. 

There  were  1,393,026  bunches  of  bananas,  valued  at  $129,802,  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  Republic 
in  1913,  compared  with  1,147,077  bunches,  valued  at  $123,019,  in  1912. 
Exports  of  Plides  and  Skins,  Wood,  Rubber,  etc. 

Cattle  hides  valued  at  $279,920,  and  deerskins  worth  $16,299,  were 
exported  in  1913.  There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  ship- 
ments of  cattle  hides,  while  the  exports  of  deerskins  somewhat  de- 
creased. The  United  States  takes  a  large  percentage  of  these  hides 
and  skins. 

Mahogany  is  the  principal  wood  shipped  from  the  Republic,  and 
of  the  total  exports  during  1913,  valued  at  $283,928,  those  for  the 
United  States  were  valued  at  $282,686. 

The  dyewoods  shipped  from  Nicaragua  in  1913  were  valued  at 
$39,455,  as  compared  with  $20,232  in  the  previous  year.  The  greater 
part  went  to  France  ($20,809)  and  the  United  Kingdom  ($10,039), 
the  United  States  receiving  about  20  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  rubber  exports  in  1913  amounted  to  488,169  pounds,  valued 
at  $278,763,  of  which  469,375  pounds,  worth  $268,856,  went  to  the 
United  States.  Small  quantities  were  sent  to  Germany  and  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  total  exports  for  the  year  showed  an  in- 
crease of  149,190  pounds,  and  $113,933  in  value  over  1912. 

Cacao  amounting  to  143,489  pounds  and  valued  at  $39,828  was 
exported  in  1913,  the  greater  part  of  it  going  to  Guatemala,  Ger- 
many, and  Salvador,  the  United  States  receiving  a  small  amount. 

The  exports  of  sugar  in  1913  amounted  to  1,096,165  pounds,  an 
increase  of  309,107  pounds  over  1912.  Honduras  received  practically 
all  the  sugar  exported  in  1913. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  some  of  the  leading  ex- 
ports for  two  years,  and  the  principal  countries  of  destination : 


Articles  and  countries  of 
dest  mation. 


Cacao 

United  States 

Guatemala 

Germany 

Salvador 

Coffee 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

United  Kingdom 

Italy 

Dyewoods 

United  States 

France 

United  Kingdom 

Fm its  and  nuts: 
1'  ananas — 

United  States 

Coconuts 

United  States 

Gold  (amalgam,  bars,  dust, 
and  tailings) 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France " 


1912 


§16,515 

7,129 

485 


8,4G1 

1,773,105 

87,660 

663,432 

614,732 

248,325 

48,036 

20,232 

2.216 

1,185 

15,845 


423,0-19 
16,700 
10,858 

907, 154 

699, 143 

202, 501 

4,475 


1913 


839,828 

1,4S5 

17,047 

9,037 

8,545 

5,004,449 

015,644 

1,844,262 

1,726,609 

595,759 

97,441 

39,455 

7,885 

20,S09 

10,039 


429,802 
18, 741 
15,258 

1,06.3,076 
672, 292 
379,539 
10,000 


Articles  and  countries  of 
destination. 


Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle 

United  States 

Germany 

Deerskins 

United  States 

Rubber 

United  States 

Germany 

Silver    (bars,    concentrates, 

and  precipitates) 

United  States 

Sugar 

Honduras 

Woods: 

Cedar 

United  States 

G  ermany 

France 

United  Kingdom 

Genizaro  (bastard  walnut). 

United  States 

Mahogany 

United  States 


1912 


$19S,285 
182,562 
10,420 
50.205 
47, 485 
104,830 
155, 760 
8,416 

4,655 


25,918 
17, 154 

22,953 

185 

9,164 


13,604 
19, 105 
19, 105 
78,025 
74,346 


1913 


$279,926 

273, 767 

5,077 

46,299 

46,073 

278, 763 

268,856 

3,723 

17, 138 
14,937 
31,805 
31,771 

8,334 

987 

3,947 

3,400 


26,940 
26,718 
283,928 
282,686 
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